New “WINTER TYRES” law in France: ready to manage TPMS maintenance?
Paris, France, March 21st 2019. A new Ministry of Transport measure aims to make tyres designed
for difficult winter conditions compulsory in certain regions of France from this winter. ATEQ
wishes to highlight that the legislation will automatically lead to an increased demand for TPMS
sensors and tools.
From the autumn, departmental prefectures are set to make the possession of winter tyres compulsory for
light vehicles in 49 French departments. The Île-de-France (Paris region) could also be affected. The law
would establish an obligation period extending from 1 November until 31 March. Following validation in the
Council of State, publication could be made official during the first quarter of 2019.
Affected drivers will therefore be required to obtain a second set of tyres or a full set of wheels from this
winter. If the vehicle is fitted with a direct TPMS system, this second set will also need to be equipped with
TPMS sensors compatible with the vehicle. This is because under legislation that came into force on 1
November 2014, an automatic Tyre Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) is compulsory on all light vehicles
sold in Europe. This system must be functional at all times, including in winter.
Automotive professionals: equipment and training are needed
Automotive maintenance professionals should therefore expect a significant increase in demand for the
fitting of TPMS sensors from the autumn. This growth will follow the trend seen in countries such as
Germany, Italy and Sweden, where national or regional winter tyre legislation has already been
implemented.
ATEQ, the world leader in TPMS, recommends that workshops anticipate the law by beginning to purchase
the necessary tools and parts from now. Mechanics should also familiarize themselves with all the
complexities of TPMS technology without delay in order to be capable of handling different vehicle types on
any one day.
ATEQ TPMS tools:
- cover 100% of vehicles marketed in Europe
- allow the replacement or replication of original sensors in a few simple steps
- permit the programming of over ten universal sensor brands
- perform TPMS calculator relearning (via the OBD port) in less than 2 minutes
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About ATEQ TPMS:
ATEQ TPMS, a French company, is the world's leading supplier of diagnostic tools in the TPMS (Tyre
Pressure Monitoring System) field. ATEQ supplies a comprehensive range of TPM activation tools for
assembly lines, research and development, and for all workshops dealing with tyres. ATEQ tools speed up
diagnosis, programming and all maintenance operations relating to TPMS, covering 100% of vehicles sold
in Europe.
To learn more about ATEQ TPMS:
* ATEQ products and solutions
* ATEQ workshop tools
* ATEQ tools for European trucks and buses
* ATEQ resellers
* Contact the TPMS team for further information

